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to believe." Browning adds: " Irving was very good indeed, and the others did their best, nor so badly." " Queen Mary," in spite of its enthusiastic reception by the first-night audience, did not settle down into a popular success, and managers naturally hesitated for a long time to accept anything else from Tennyson's pen. In 1879, however, Mr. and Mrs. Kendal produced "The Falcon" at the St. James's Theatre, and it had a run of sixty-seven nights. Towards the end of 1880, Tennysor completed " The Cup." The idea of the play, founded on Plutarch's story, came tc the poet when reading the following paragraph in Lecky's " History of European Morals ": "A powerful noble once solicitec the hand of a Galatian lady named Camma who, faithful to her husband, resisted al his entreaties. Resolved at any hazard tc succeed, he caused her husband to be assas sinated, and when she took refuge in th< Temple of Diana, and enrolled hersel among the priestesses, he sent noble afte: 150